
Dear ACE and the WEXL grant committee,  

The honor of being the first-ever Bill Lennon Memorial Scholarship winner is absolutely unparalleled.  The financial award is tremendously helpful in paying for the very expensive process of applying to residency programs across the nation.  I will eventually apply to more than 20 institutions, and with each application comes an interview with travel, hotel and food expenses.  The cities I will travel to will be unfamiliar.  Knowing that I have support from the community I consider home is empowering.  Lennon was a great mentor to me from the moment we met on the Alta Ski Patrol, and his lessons will serve me well in fulfilling the needs of my adventure:  shelter, meals and transportation.  Bill taught me that many
places are fit for sleeping – a dog’s kennel, under a parked vehicle or beneath a shady tree while on a long bike ride.  Lennon was incredibly adept at finding meals.  In the bowels of the Alta Lodge kitchen, we foraged for many meals together.  Even the Buckhorn breakfast Bill prepared looked appetizing, despite the lack of bacon.  The lessons on transportation I gleaned from my time with Bill are countless.  Every vehicle in his arsenal showed Bill’s creativity, and I have fond memories of pushing, fixing or abandoning all of them.

The most important part of being the first-ever Lennon Scholarship winner is that I get to spend time remembering all the good things about Bill. Sure, there is  all the fun stuff which I have alluded to, but that is only the beginning.  Bill repeatedly showed, through example, that commitment and hard work were what really defined him.  His ability to become fully engaged in every situation is what I remember most.  Any time Lennon was involved in work or play, the time was memorable.  While skiing or biking,
I like to think of times when I was there with Bill, and his memory makes the experience better.  Now when I am traveling from city to city on the interview trail, remembering Bill’s rich character will make me more comfortable.  Being associated with Bill Lennon is an honor that I will hold very close.

Thank you all very much,
Dan Collins

